WEDDING CELEBRATION REQUIREMENTS
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH — PERRYTON
ST. PETER’S CHURCH — BOOKER

General requirements:

1. You must be a participating and active Catholic, attending mass weekly, receiving Holy Eucharist weekly, and confessing regularly.
2. You must have received the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist). Please see Father Lupe if there is a problem with this.
3. You and your family must be registered parishioners.
4. You must have respect for the laws of the Church.
5. The donation required by the Parish & Financial Councils is $100.00 for the parish ($30.00 cleaning fee and $70.00 Church fee) plus and additional $100.00 for the priest and $50.00 for the deacon. Please note: these fees are due no later than two weeks before the wedding. The money must be given to Susie Estrada in Perryton or Lucía Tudón in Booker.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]If another priest or deacon from outside the parish will preside over your wedding, his credentials are required to verify that everything is in line with the requirements of the Church and the priest’s bishop, as well as to obtain permission from the home pastor. 
7. If another priest/deacon is given permission to perform your wedding ceremony, you must still pay the parish the fees, so that we can ensure that you have paid the visiting priest/deacon.
8. When a priest/deacon from outside the parish celebrates the wedding, the family is also responsible for paying him 55 cents/mile round trip from where he resides; this will be in addition to the fees mentioned above: $100.00 for the church/parish, $100.00 for the priest, and $50.00 for the deacon. 
9. Weddings are not celebrated during Lent, as this is a season of penance and solemnity, not celebration.
10. The ceremony is normally held no later than 2:00 p.m. on Saturday. Another time may be scheduled, but it must first be arranged with the priest. Please keep in mind that there are other things happening in the church on weekends that you could possibly not know about. Scheduling is very important.
11. If there is anything out of the ordinary, please check with the priest for permission. Anything not written here must be brought to the attention of the priest at least two weeks prior to the wedding.
12. The date of the wedding ceremony must be cleared with the priest before making any other arrangements for the celebration, such as rental of a hall, meal, band, etc.

The ceremony:

1. You must attend the rehearsal. The priest will announce the rehearsal date and time (usually after the Friday, Spanish mass at 7:00 p.m., which means rehearsals are typically held in Perryton0 at 7:30 and 8:00 in Booker). 
2. Everyone should arrive on time for the rehearsal and remember to respect that you are in church during practice. Gum-chewing, cell phone use, and drinks/food are NOT allowed in the church.
3. The sponsors/godparents that will participate in the ceremony must be present for at the rehearsal and must be practicing Catholics. If they belong to another religion, be sure to notify the priest. The same goes for the maid of honor and best man.
4. You must select the lectors, ushers, and gift bearers for the mass and notify the priest for permission. The reading will generally be discussed with the priest. This mass counts for your Sunday mass obligation, and a collection will also be taken up as is normal for the Sunday mass.
5. The wedding party must be practicing Catholic and have received their Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist). If they are not Catholic, or do not have their sacraments, please notify the priest.
6. All of those participating in the ceremony should receive Communion. Confessions are encouraged and will be provided for those who need this sacrament after rehearsal. 
7. You must arrive at least 30 minutes before the ceremony. If you do not arrive on time for the ceremony and the mass has already begun, we will start without you and you will not be permitted to sit with the rest of the wedding party; you must stay in the back of the church so as not to disturb the mass already in progress.

Decoration of the church:

1. Decoration of the church must be simple and modest. Please check with the coordinator for details and questions.
2. Reserved pews for the family, wedding party, and sponsors/godparents may be decorated with bows or other items. It is strictly forbidden to use scotch tape, staples, tacks, glue, masking tape, or any other type of adhesive on the pews. Again, please check with the coordinator.
3. After the ceremony, the church will be left clean. Remove all decorations as there is always the regular Saturday mass. If you donate flower bouquets, you may leave them where they are in the church.
4. It is strictly forbidden to throw flowers, flower pedals, confetti, rice or any other material in or outside on church grounds. It is very difficult to clean this up.

Music:

1. The church music should correspond and complement the Liturgical season in which the celebration takes place. It should always praise God and not be popular/secular music.
2. Musicians, song leaders, and the choir should station themselves in the area reserved for them in the church.

Photography/Video:

1. Photographers should be located in an appropriate place designated by the priest. They must check with the priest at least 30 minutes before the ceremony to know where they may take pictures and when.
2. If there is a video camera, only one is permitted. They too must check with the priest about where to position themselves. They cannot move around at all during the ceremony. Strong, bright lights on the video camera are not permitted.
3. No cameras with flash will be permitted during the ceremony. You may take flash pictures only during the entrance procession and final procession, as well as for group pictures after the ceremony. Please be courteous to the main photographer hired by the family, so they can take their pictures first and arrange the group as needed. Please do not get in the way of the photographer to make the picture-taking run more smoothly. 
